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Firm Overview
Founded on April 28, 2003 by Ronald Motley, Joseph Rice 
and nearly 50 other lawyers, Motley Rice LLC is one of the 
nation’s largest plaintiff s’ law fi rms.  Our attorneys, assisted 
by over 350 support personnel, are proven leaders in litiga-
tion, demonstrating extensive courtroom experience and an 
in-depth understanding of the law.  Th e fi rm’s lawyers are 
internationally recognized for their pioneering work repre-
senting asbestos victims, States’ Attorneys General in their 
landmark litigation against Big Tobacco, the 9/11 families 
and survivors in their ground breaking lawsuit against ter-
rorist fi nanciers, and hundreds of thousands of other citi-
zens harmed by the wrongdoing of others.  Th e lawyers of 
Motley Rice LLC continue to seek justice in the areas of 
aviation disaster; catastrophic injury; complex case resolu-
tion; securities and consumer fraud; environmental hazards 
and contamination; medical negligence and medical device 
defects; occupational disease and toxic torts; transportation 
defects; whistleblower protection; and other mass torts.  
Th e fi rm has offi  ces in Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina; Provi-
dence, Rhode Island; Hartford, Connecticut and Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Motley Rice lawyers have dealt with clients and 
cases in Latin America, Canada, Europe, the Caribbean and 
many other countries.

Motley Rice lawyers, with more than several hundred years 
of collective trial experience in litigation practice across 
the United States, initially gained widespread national rec-
ognition for the fi rst successful representations of injured 
persons against the asbestos industry.  In the last decade, 
Motley Rice lawyers were selected by 26 States’ Attorneys 
General to represent them against the tobacco industry in 
recovering medical costs associated with smoking under 
novel legal and equitable theories that Motley Rice lawyers 
spearheaded — resulting in a $246 billion settlement agree-
ment.  Th e fi rm also represents individuals and plaintiff s 
in complex litigation involving civil racketeering (RICO), 
securities fraud, insurance fraud, tire and vehicle defects, 
defective drugs, class actions, toxic torts, workplace expo-
sures, nursing home negligence, and representation related 
to the September 11, 2001 acts of terrorism.

Civil Litigation
Motley Rice lawyers and their extensive support staff  have 
experience in all types of civil litigation.  Th e fi rm’s lawyers 
routinely litigate complex cases involving multiple parties 
in state and federal jurisdictions throughout the United 
States, either as sole counsel for the plaintiff s or in associa-
tion with local counsel and other fi rms.  

Additionally, the fi rm’s lawyers have distinguished them-
selves in the use of alternative dispute resolution, such as 
negotiation, mediation and arbitration, making it possible 
to avoid protracted litigation in some cases.  Motley Rice 
LLC employs state-of-the-art technology by using video 
conferencing, direct access to the Internet for lawyers and 
support staff , extranet access to institutional clients, and a 
computer-based document management system that en-
ables the fi rm to process and enter into the database thou-
sands of medical articles, liability documents and all other 
information and documents utilized in litigation proceed-
ings.

Motley Rice lawyers are involved in a wide range of civil 
litigation. Th ese cases involve representing victims injured 
from defective products, product failures, premises liability 
and various other negligent acts or malpractice.  With over 
70 lawyers, the fi rm has the ability to act quickly in protect-
ing the rights of individuals as new product dangers become 
apparent. Th e lawyers of Motley Rice LLC have been as-
sociated as counsel in litigation involving personal injury 
claims of all kinds, including cases related to:

Asbestos    • 
Aviation Disasters• 
Bankruptcy• 
Catastrophic Injury• 
Chemical or Toxic Spills  • 
Consumer Fraud• 
Dram Shop Litigation• 
Drug Product Liability   • 
Engineering Malpractice• 
Explosions    • 
Fires     • 
Implants and Prostheses   • 
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Lead     • 
Medical Device   • 
Medical Malpractice   • 
MDL Practice   • 
Negligence    • 
Negotiation, Settlement and Claims• 
Premises Liability   • 
Railroad Disasters   • 
Tire Defect     • 
Tobacco    • 
Vehicle Defect    • 
Victims of Crimes and Terrorism• 

Multiple Party Litigation 
Th e lawyers of Motley Rice LLC have substantial experi-
ence in multiple party litigation, including the following 
class and consolidated actions:

Lead counsel in Burnett v. Al Baraka Investment & De-
velopment Corp., No. 02-1616 (D.D.C.), consolidated 
actions against terrorist fi nancing organizations in the 
United States District Court for the District of Colum-
bia, representing over 6,500 families with victims of the 
9/11 attacks.

Plaintiff s’ steering and coordinating counsel, Linscomb 
v. Pittsburgh Corning Corp., No. 1:90cv05000 (E.D. 
Tex.), a national class action on behalf of asbestos vic-
tims nationwide in the United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Texas, Beaumont Division.

Executive committee member in In re: Asbestos School 
Litigation, No. 94-1494 (E.D. Pa.), a national school 
asbestos class action in the United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

Lead plaintiff s’ counsel in Central Wesleyan College v. 
W.R. Grace & Co., No. 2:87-1860-8 (D.S.C.), a nation-
al asbestos property damage class action in the United 
States District Court for the District of South Carolina, 
Charleston Division.

Lead plaintiff s’ counsel in In re: Raymark Asbestos Ex-
posure Cases, No. 87-1016-K (D. Kan.), a national 
asbestos personal injury class action fi led in United 
States District Court of Kansas, Wichita Division, in 
which 19,684 claims were resolved.

Counsel for class representative in Raytech Corp. v. White, 
No. 89-05129 (D. Conn.), an asbestos bankruptcy re-
lated class action in the United States District Court of 
Connecticut.

Co-lead counsel for plaintiff s in Cimino v. Pittsburgh 
Corning Corp., No. 1:85-CV-00676 (E.D. Tex.), an as-
bestos personal injury class action on behalf of 2,300 
plaintiff s in the United States District Court for the Dis-
trict of Texas, Beaumont Division.

Co-lead plaintiff s’ counsel in Chatham v. AC&S, et al., a 
consolidated asbestos personal injury action involving 300 
plaintiff s in the Circuit Court of Harris County, Texas.

Co-lead plaintiff s’ counsel in Abrams v. GAF Corp., No. 
88-5422(1) (Jackson Cty., Miss.), a consolidated asbestos 
personal action involving more than 6,000 plaintiff s.  

Co-liaison plaintiff s’ counsel in 3,000 asbestos person-
al injury cases in the Th ird Judicial Circuit of Illinois, 
Madison County, Illinois.

Co-lead counsel in a consolidated asbestos personal in-
jury action involving 540 plaintiff s pending in the Supe-
rior Court of Alameda County, California.

Co-lead counsel for plaintiff s in In re: Asbestos Products 
Liability Litigation, MDL 875 (E.D. Pa.).

Numerous consolidated asbestos trials including 87 
consolidated cases in Danville, Illinois; 300 consolidat-
ed cases in the United States District Court, Western 
District of New York, Rochester, New York; 42 con-
solidated cases in State Court in Mississippi; and 315 
consolidated cases in the Circuit Court of Kanawha 
County, West Virginia. 
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Plaintiff s’ steering committee and plaintiff s’ liaison 
counsel in In re: Showa Denko K.K. L-Tryptophan Prod-
ucts Liability Litigation (No. II), MDL 865 (D.S.C.).

Member Interim Plaintiff s’ steering committee and 
Multiple Plaintiff s’ Counsel in In re: San Juan DuPont 
Plaza Hotel Fire Litigation, MDL 721 (D.P.R.).

Plaintiff s’ lead counsel in In re: Kansas Asbestos Cases in 
the United States District Court for the District of Kan-
sas, In re: Madison County Illinois Asbestos Litigation, and 
In re: Wayne County Michigan Asbestos Cases.

Class counsel in Whitfield v. Sangamo Weston, No. 6:84-
3184 (D.S.C.), a PCB personal injury and property 
damage class action settled while pending before the 
United States District Court for the District of South 
Carolina, Greenville Division.

Lead counsel in Bates v Tenco Services Inc.,132 F.R.D. 
160 (D.S.C. 1990), a jet fuel pollution case involving 
the consolidated property damage and personal injury 
claims of multiple plaintiff s in the Gold Cup Springs 
subdivision, in the United States District Court for the 
District of South Carolina, Charleston Division.

Appointed to a three (3) person steering committee on 
the Food Lion Multidistrict Litigation Panel.

Plaintiff s’ lead counsel in a case involving ten (10) per-
sons injured in a crane disaster in Florence County, 
South Carolina. 

Plaintiff s’ steering committee and plaintiff s’ liaison coun-
sel in In re: Policy Management Systems Corp., No. 3:93-
0807-17 (D.S.C. 1993), a securities case fi led in the 
United States District Court for the District of South 
Carolina, Columbia Division.

Securities Litigation 
In addition to the many class action cases described above, 
Motley Rice has a robust securities litigation practice involv-
ing eight fi rm members, several associates and numerous 
paraprofessionals. Motley Rice has been appointed as lead 
counsel or co-lead counsel in the following securities cases:

In re: Dell Inc., Sec. Litig., United States District Court 
for the Western District of Texas, Civil Action No. A-06-
CA726-SS.

West End Capital Mgmt., LLC v. Lee, No. 1:06-CV-
02951-TPG (S.D.N.Y.).

Oppenheim Pramerica Asset Mgmt. S.à.r.l. v. Encysive 
Pharm. Inc., No. H-06-3022 (S.D. Tex.).  

In re Lear Corp. Shareholders Litig., C.A. No. 2728-VCS 
(Del. Ch.).  

Helaba Invest Kapitalanlagegesellschaft mbH v. Fialkow, 
No. 2683-N (Del. Ch.).

In re Witness Systems, Inc. Sec. Litig., No. 1:06-CV-1894-
CC (N.D. Ga.).  

South Ferry LP #2 v. Killinger, No. 2:04-CV-01599-JCC 
(W.D. Wash.).

In re NPS Pharm., Inc. Sec. Litig., No. 2:06-CV-00570-
PGC-PMW (D. Utah).

In re: Rhodia Sec. Litig., No. 1:05-CV-05389 (DAB) 
(S.D.N.Y.).

Marsden v. Select Med. Corp., No. 2:04-CV-04020-JCJ 
(E.D. Pa.).  

Baker v. MBNA Corp., No. 1:05-CV-00272-GMS (D. 
Del.).  
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In re Mirant Corp. Sec. Litig., No. 1:02-CV-1467-RWS 
(N.D. Ga.).

In re Policy Mgmt. Sec. Litig., No. 3:00-CV-00130-JFA 
(D.S.C.).

In re Premiere Technologies, Inc. Sec. Litig., No. 1:98-CV-
1804-JOF (N.D. Ga.).

In re Profit Recovery Group Int’l, Inc. Sec. Litig., No. 1:00-
CV-1416-CC (N.D. Ga.).

In re Providian Fin. Corp. Sec. Litig., No. C-01-3952-
CRB (N.D. Cal.).

In re: Rite Aid Corp. Sec. Litig., MDL 1360 (E.D. Pa.). 

In re Scientific-Atlanta, Inc., Sec. Litig., No. 1:01-CV-
01950-RWS (N.D. Ga.).

In re ValuJet, Inc. Sec. Litig., No. 1:96-CV-01355-TWT 
(N.D. Ga.).

Specialized Bankruptcies
Motley Rice lawyers serve on several committees in national 
bankruptcies including:

Select counsel to the asbestos Claimants’ Committee in the 
Johns-Manville bankruptcy pending in the United States 
Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York.

Claimants’ Committee in the H.K. Porter, National 
Gypsum, Raytech, Rock Wool and M.H. Detrick asbes-
tos related bankruptcies.

Claimants’ Committee in In re: A.H. Robins, a Chapter 
11 Reorganization involving Dalkon Shield victims na-
tionwide.

Counsel to one of the members of the Creditor’s Com-
mittee representing the asbestos victims and Chairman 
of the Select Counsel for the Benefi ciaries.

Motley Rice lawyers have served in key roles in the prosecu-
tion of the following securities litigation:

In re: Par Pharm. Sec. Litig., No. 2:06-CV-03226 (PGS-
RJH) (D.N.J.) (lead plaintiffs’ Executive Committee). 
In re AFC Enterprises, Inc. Sec. Litig., No. 1:03-CV-817-
TWT (N.D. Ga.).

In re BellSouth Corp. Sec. Litig., No. 1:02-2142-WSD 
(N.D. Ga.).

In re Boston Chicken, Inc. Sec. Litig., No. 1:97-CV-01435-
WDM (D. Colo.).

In re Campbell Soup Co. Sec. Litig., No. 1:00-CV-00152-
JEI (D.N.J.).  

In re ChoicePoint, Inc., Sec. Litig., No. 1:05-CV-00686-
JTC (N.D. Ga.).

In re Cryolife Sec. Litig., No. 1:02-CV-01868-BBM 
(N.D. Ga.).

In re: First Horizon Pharm. Corp. Sec. Litig., No. 1:02-
CV-2332-JOF (N.D. Ga.).

In re Friedman’s Inc., Sec. Litig., No. 1:03-CV-3475-
WSD (N.D. Ga.).

Garfield v. NDCHealth Corp., No. 1:04-CV-970-WSD 
(N.D. Ga.).

In re HealthTronics Surgical Servs., Inc. Sec. Litig., No. 
1:03-CV-2800-CC (N.D. Ga.).

In re: InterCept, Inc. Sec. Litig., No. 1:03-00567-ODE 
(N.D. Ga.).

In re JDN Realty Corp. Sec. Litig., No. 1-00-CV-0396-
RWS (N.D. Ga.).

Payne v. Micro Warehouse, Inc., No. 3:96-cv-01920-DJS 
(D. Conn.).

Case 1:07-cv-04819-CM     Document 40-5      Filed 08/06/2007     Page 7 of 25



5

Claimants Committee in the Camall Chapter 11, the fi rst 
bankruptcy associated with the Fen-Phen litigation.

Class Counsel in In re: Trebol Motors Corporation and In 
re: Trebol Motors Distributors Corp., actively defending a 
$143,000,000 class action judgment claim on behalf of a 
class of defrauded purchasers of Volvo automobiles.

Accolades
Motley Rice lawyers have received many accolades from the 
courts, as well as in the press.  Some of these include: 

Roberts v. AP Green Industries, Inc., No. 49D02-9601-
MI-0001-687 (Marion Cty., Ind.) — The judge stated, 
“That was some of the  best fi nal arguments I think I’ve 
ever heard.  Th at was a treat.  Congratulations to you 
all.  I expected the best, and you delivered the best, and 
I appreciate it.”

In re: JDN Realty Corp. Sec. Litig., No. 1:00-CV-0396-
RWS (N.D. Ga.)  — Praising counsel now with Mot-
ley Rice during the fi nal approval hearing, noting “the 
quality of what has been submitted to the Court in this 
case has been just excellent.”

In re Providian Fin. Corp. Sec. Litig., No. C-01-3952-
CRB (N.D. Cal.)  — Commenting to counsel now with 
Motley Rice at fi nal approval hearing, “[Y]ou worked, 
you know, like demons. . . . And by working as hard as 
you worked, you got it.  You got the settlement that I 
have to believe was a good settlement. . . . So I thought 
you did a fi ne job, and you came right up to the plate 
when it was necessary.” 

Marsden v. Select Med. Corp., No. 04-4020 (E.D. Pa. 
Order entered Oct. 5, 2006)  — “Motley Rice LLC 
possess[es] the requisite knowledge and skill in securities 
litigation to ably prosecute this matter on behalf of the 
class.”

In re NPS Pharm., Inc. Sec. Litig., No. 2:06-CV-00570 
(D. Utah Order entered Nov. 17, 2006) — “As dem-

onstrated by their submissions to the court, [Motley 
Rice has] expertise and experience in the prosecution of 
shareholder and securities class actions and, as a result, 
[is] adequate to represent the interests of the class.” 

Motley Rice was named to “Th e Plaintiff ’s Hot List” by 
Th e National Law Journal in October 2006.

“[Ron Motley is] one of the most infl uential lawyers in 
America.” — Th e National Law Journal

“[Joe Rice is] one of the fi ve most respected (and feared) 
plaintiff s’ attorneys.” — Corporate Legal Times

Lauren Antonino and David Worley were named as 
Georgia Super Lawyers by Atlanta Magazine in 2006 
and 2007.

Lawyers USA recognized member Jack McConnell as a 
2006 Lawyer of the Year, citing the Rhode Island lead 
case. 

Motley Rice member Fidelma Fitzpatrick was named 
Lawyer of the Year by Rhode Island Lawyers Weekly. 
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of South Carolina School of Law, to build Motley Rice 
LLC into one of the world’s leading plaintiff s’ law fi rms 
concentrating in highly complex litigation. 

Joseph Rice
Motley Rice LLC Member Joe Rice is internationally re-
nowned as a skillful, innovative, tough and masterful nego-
tiator of landmark settlements of highly complex litigation. 
Rice is best known for his central role in crafting the land-
mark settlement on behalf of the States Attorneys General, 
in which the tobacco industry agreed to reimburse states for 
smoking-related health costs, resulting in the largest civil 
settlement in history. Rice’s work on the tobacco settlement 
only expanded the huge impact that he has made resolving 
diffi  cult litigation in asbestos and other toxic tort areas. 

Named one of the nation’s “Five Most Respected Plaintiff  
Attorneys” in a poll of defense counsel and legal scholars 
conducted by Corporate Legal Times, Rice was cited time af-
ter time as one of the toughest, sharpest and hardest-work-
ing litigators they have ever faced. As the article notes, “For 
all his talents as a shrewd negotiator . . . Rice has earned 
most of his respect from playing fair and remaining hum-
ble.” He combines a meticulous and exhaustive capacity for 
numbers-crunching with a creative mind that thinks out-
side the box in identifying solutions to diffi  cult problems 
that win justice for clients. 

In 1998, Rice received the President’s Award of the National 
Association of Attorneys General. In 1999 and 2000, Rice 
served on the faculty at Duke University School of Law as a 
Senior Lecturing Fellow. Rice earned a Bachelor of Science 
and J.D. degree from the University of South Carolina and 
has also taught classes at the USC and Duke Law Schools 
on the art of negotiating. 

Lauren Antonino
Joining Motley Rice in 2006 as a Member, Lauren An-
tonino focuses primarily on the fi rm’s Securities and Con-
sumer Fraud practice group. Antonino has over 18 years of 
complex litigation experience, including commercial, mass 
tort and securities class action litigation. Her experience 

Team Biographies

The Firm’s Members

Ronald Motley
Ron Motley is internationally recognized as one of Ameri-
ca’s most dynamic, accomplished and skilled trial lawyers. 
Over a career spanning more than three decades, his per-
suasiveness before a jury and his ability to break new legal 
and evidentiary ground has brought to justice two once-in-
vincible giant industries whose malfeasance took the lives of 
millions of Americans — asbestos and tobacco. 

Today, Motley is once again advancing cutting-edge litiga-
tion as lead counsel for more than 6,500 family members 
and survivors of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks 
seeking justice against al Qaeda’s fi nanciers. 

In addition, he is currently leading Motley Rice’s litigation 
eff orts against several human tissue processing fi rms in New 
York funeral home on behalf of the victims of an alleged 
body harvesting scheme. Th e fi rm is currently investigation 
hundreds of potential cases. Motley also serves as co-lead 
counsel on the tainted tissue MDL.

Motley has won numerous awards for his ability to win jus-
tice and compensation for his clients and for his seminal 
impact on the course of civil litigation. In 1998, he was 
named Harry M. Philo Trial Lawyer of the Year by the 
50,000-member Association of Trial Lawyers of America 
and received the President’s Award of the National Associa-
tion of Attorneys General. Th e Campaign for Tobacco-Free 
Kids gave him their Youth Advocates of the Year Award in 
1999. Business Week magazine characterized Motley’s court-
room skills as “dazzling.” American Lawyer dubbed him 
“Th e man who took on Manville,” and Th e National Law 
Journal has ranked him, “One of the most infl uential law-
yers in America.” 

His combination of legal and trial skills, personal charis-
ma, nose-to-the-grindstone hard work and record of suc-
cess has enabled Motley, a 1971 graduate of the University 
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includes leading major securities fraud cases, including In 
re: JDN Realty Company, In re: Premiere Technologies Sec. 
Litig., In re: InterCept Sec. Litig. and In re: HealthTronics 
Sec. Litig.

Antonino is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Duke University 
where she earned an A.B. degree with magna cum laude 
honors in 1984. She is a 1987 graduate of the University of 
Virginia School of Law where she served on the managing 
board of the Virginia Tax Review and as a defense counsel 
for the University Honor System. Following law school, she 
clerked for the late Honorable M. Oliver Koelsch of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in 
Seattle, Washington. 

Antonino has been a featured speaker on securities class ac-
tion litigation, employment law, alternative dispute resolu-
tion and product liability issues. She has served as a pre-
senter for public pension fund conferences, the American 
Bar Association Convention, the Alternative Dispute Res-
olution Convention and ICLE. In July 2000, her article 
entitled “Th e Seven Steps of Eff ective Workplace Inves-
tigations (with Sample Questions)” was published in Th e 
Practical Litigator. In September of the same year, her article 
“Fast Companies Need Fast Lawyers; Speeding Up Dispute 
Resolutions,” was published in Competitive Edge. Antonino 
wrote “Latex Protein Toxic Syndrome Litigation: Th e Cut-
ting Edge of Toxic Tort Practice,” published in Mealey’s Liti-
gation Reports, Drugs and Medical Devices, in October 1996 
and has been quoted in numerous publications, including 
Business Week, on the subject of latex allergy. 

She is a member of the American Mensa Society and was 
selected by her peers as one of Georgia’s Super Lawyers in 
the 2004, 2005 and 2006 editions. Antonino is admitted to 
practice before all Georgia state trial and appellate courts, 
the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Geor-
gia and the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Fred Baker
Fred Baker divides his time between the Motley Rice En-
vironmental and Securities and Consumer Fraud practice 
groups.

Baker earned a J.D. and LL.M from Duke University 
School of Law in 1993. He was admitted to both the South 
Carolina Bar and New York Bar in 1994, at which time he 
began working with Motley Rice attorneys. 

Kevin Dean
For over 15 years, Kevin Dean has litigated in the areas of 
personal injury, wrongful death, professional malpractice, 
products liability, lender liability and commercial/consum-
er fraud. Dean joined Motley Rice LLC as an associate in 
2004 to focus on the fi rm’s Transportation, Medical and 
Catastrophic Injury practice groups. He was quickly ap-
pointed vehicle defect subgroup leader. In late 2005, Dean 
was asked to serve as team leader on the fi rm’s newest medi-
cal malpractice litigation. Th e litigation, led by Ron Motley, 
involves the prosecution of possibly thousands of emerging 
cases involving body snatching and recipients of potentially 
diseased human tissue. Dean was named a Member of Mot-
ley Rice LLC in 2006. 

Prior to joining Motley Rice, Dean was a partner with the 
Law Offi  ces of J. Edward Bell III, LLC in Georgetown, 
South Carolina. Before moving to South Carolina in 2001, 
he was a member of the William S. Stone, P.C. law fi rm in 
Blakely, Georgia, and began his career as an associate with 
Th e Bennett Law Firm of Valdosta, Georgia. Dean also 
served as a County Commissioner on the Early County 
Georgia Board of Commissioners. 

Dean earned an Associates Degree in Criminal Justice and 
a Bachelor Degree in Political Science from Valdosta State 
University. He received a J.D. degree in 1991 from the 
Cumberland School of Law at Samford University, where 
he was selected to serve on one the school’s nationally pub-
lished law reviews, the American Journal of Trial Advocacy. 
Dean co-authored an article titled “Dangerous Doors and 
Loose Latches,” appearing in the November 2004 issue 
of Trial Magazine of the Association of Trial Lawyers of 
America. He is licensed to practice in Georgia and South 
Carolina.
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James Evangelista
Jim Evangelista joined Motley Rice LLC as a Member in 
2006. He primarily works with the fi rm’s Securities and 
Consumer Fraud practice group. Evangelista has been 
involved in multiple high profi le representations includ-
ing the StarLink™ genetically modifi ed corn litigation, 
the Insurance Sales Practices Litigation, the Independent 
Counsel’s investigation of the “Iraqgate” scandal, and the 
Independent Administrator’s oversight of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters. Additionally, Evangelista has 
prosecuted a number of actions on behalf of a variety of 
individual plaintiff s in high value commercial litigation, 
as well as class action securities fraud litigation including 
a settlement recovery for investors in In re: Providian Finan-
cial Corp. Securities Litigation, Master File No. C 01-3952 
CRB (N.D.Cal.). Evangelista also has extensive experience 
in electronic discovery issues.

Prior to joining Motley Rice, Evangelista was a partner at 
Chitwood Harley Harnes, LLP, where he focused on se-
curities fraud class action litigation. Before joining Chit-
wood, Evangelista was associated with Skadden, Arps, 
Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, focusing on consumer and 
mass tort class action and complex commercial and insur-
ance litigation, including consolidated multi-district litiga-
tion in state and federal courts. Evangelista also was associ-
ated with LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae LLP, where 
he worked on internal corporate investigations and general 
commercial litigation matters. 

Evangelista’s publications include: Polishing the Gold Stan-
dard on the E-Discovery Cost-Shifting Analysis: Zubulake v. 
UBS Warburg LLC et al, 9 J. Tech. L. & Pol’y 1 (2004); 
Note, Toward a More Competitive Common Market: European 
Economic Community Council Regulation No. 4064/89, On 
the Control of Corporate Mergers Within the European Com-
munity, 22 Rutgers L.J. 457 (1991); and Comment, Cogdell 
v. Hospital Center At Orange, 22 Rutgers L.J. 255 (1990) 
(addressing New Jersey’s entire controversy doctrine). 

Evangelista graduated from Rutgers University in 1988 
with a dual degree in Economics and Political Science. In 
1991, he received a J.D. degree from the Rutgers School 

Michael Elsner
In his role with groundbreaking anti-terrorism litigation 
with Motley Rice LLC, Mike Elsner leads the investigatory 
team that is currently scouring the globe gathering liability 
evidence for 9/11 families’ civil action against al Qaeda’s fi -
nanciers and 9/11 aviation litigation. His creativity and ag-
gressive approach to gathering evidence and pursuing leads 
are qualities that have enabled him to eff ectively bring about 
social change through litigation. His use of the U.S. civil 
justice system to better protect Americans from the threat 
of terrorism is an approach that has been invaluable to the 
more than 6,500 9/11 families and survivors Motley Rice 
represents. 

As Th e New York Times Magazine noted, such an endeavor 
is “a worldwide intelligence-gathering operation that makes 
the discovery process, ordinarily marked by subpoenas and 
dry depositions, read like a Tom Clancy novel.” To date, El-
sner and the 9/11 and Anti-Terrorism practice group have 
acquired more than one million pages of documents in 13 
languages about the activities of al Qaeda and the role that 
its alleged fi nanciers played in providing material support 
for terrorism. 

After graduating from John Carroll University and receiv-
ing a law degree from the University of Memphis in 1997, 
Elsner began work for the Manville Personal Injury Trust. 
He partnered with Ron Motley and other lawyers on liti-
gation against Big Tobacco. In 2001, Elsner joined the 
fi rm of Weitz & Luxenberg, where he worked on asbestos 
and toxic tort litigation. Th rough these positions, Elsner 
gained experience in complex civil litigation in the areas 
of toxic tort, aviation, security, personal injury, bankrupt-
cy, medical malpractice and whistleblower protections. He 
offi  cially teamed with Motley Rice lawyers to work on the 
9/11 litigation in 2002 and, in 2006, he became a Motley 
Rice Member.
 
Elsner has appeared on CNN, ABC, NBC, Fox, MSNBC, 
National Public Radio, the BBC and the Canadian Broad-
casting Company to discuss terrorism litigation and he fre-
quently lectures on the subject. Elsner is licensed to practice 
in New York, South Carolina and Virginia. 
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of Law, where he was an editor of the Rutgers Law Review. 
Evangelista is a member of the American Association for 
Justice and the American Bar Association. He is admitted 
to practice before the United States Courts of Appeal for 
the Eighth and Eleventh Circuits, the United States District 
Courts for the Northern District of Georgia, Southern and 
Eastern Districts of New York, and District of New Jersey, 
as well as the State Bars of Georgia, New York, New Jersey, 
Colorado and the District of Columbia. 

Fidelma Fitzpatrick
Fidelma Fitzpatrick is helping to break new legal ground 
by holding the lead pigment industry accountable for the 
childhood lead poisoning crisis on behalf of the state of 
Rhode Island, various cities and counties and individuals. 
In February 2006, she was trial counsel in the landmark 
litigation against the lead pigment industry on behalf of 
the state of Rhode Island, which ended in an unprecedent-
ed verdict for the State. 

Fitzpatrick also represents hundreds of lead poisoned chil-
dren in Wisconsin in legal battles against the lead pigment 
industry. As a result of her legal work, the Wisconsin State 
Supreme Court became the fi rst to recognize the legal rights 
of poisoned children in suing the lead pigment manufac-
turers. She is also working intensively on similar litigation 
fi led by the City of New York, the City and County of San 
Francisco and several New Jersey municipalities. In 2005, 
she served as co-counsel in a case resulting in a New Jersey 
Appellate Court ruling allowing 26 cities and counties to 
prosecute claims against the lead pigment industry. 

Fitzpatrick graduated from Canisius College and received 
a law degree from the American University in 1994. In 
1997, she joined Motley Rice lawyers in the Providence, 
R.I. offi  ce, working fi rst on the Massachusetts, New York 
and Rhode Island lawsuits against Big Tobacco. Since 
1999, she has focused on lead paint and other environ-
mental litigation. Fitzpatrick became a Motley Rice LLC 
Member in 2006. She is licensed to practice in Massa-
chusetts, New York, Rhode Island and Washington, D.C.  
Fitzpatrick was named Lawyer of the Year for 2006 by 
Rhode Island Lawyer’s Weekly.

Jodi Flowers
Jodi Flowers is a Motley Rice LLC Member committed to 
the notion that trial lawyers can positively eff ectuate pub-
lic justice and social change. With a reputation for devel-
oping, researching and managing complex litigation and 
class actions, Flowers was the fi rst associate hired for Ron 
Motley’s team against Big Tobacco. She also prepared the 
case on child targeting by the tobacco industry that led 
to the restrictions on cartoon ads and the retiring of Joe 
Camel and developed expert and whistleblower testimony, 
synthesizing millions of pages of documents and preparing 
the tobacco cases for trial.

Flowers is currently the practice group leader for Motley 
Rice’s 9/11 practice group, representing more than 6,500 
family members and survivors in a pioneering civil action 
against al Qaeda’s funders designed to bankrupt terrorism. 
She also donates pro bono work on a wide variety of cases 
and heads Motley Rice’s charitable contribution committee.

Flowers earned a Bachelor of Arts degree magna cum laude 
from the College of Charleston in 1989 and, on a Caro-
lina Legal scholarship, received a J.D. from the University 
of South Carolina School of Law and was admitted to the 
South Carolina Bar in 1993. She joined Motley Rice lawyers 
upon graduation and is now a Motley Rice LLC Member.

Stuart Guber
Stuart Guber joined Motley Rice LLC in 2006 as a Mem-
ber, working primarily with the fi rm’s Securities and Con-
sumer Fraud practice group. He has more than a decade 
of experience in prosecuting class action litigation against 
Fortune 500 companies, Big Five accounting fi rms, and 
Wall Street’s largest investment banking fi rms for viola-
tions of the federal securities laws and other corporate 
misconduct. He also has experience in prosecuting and de-
fending securities arbitrations conducted before regulatory 
agencies, including the NASD, New York Stock Exchange 
and Philadelphia Stock Exchange. 

Guber has had day-to-day responsibility for leading multiple 
class action securities cases on behalf of defrauded investors 
including cases involving the following companies: Provid-
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two objectives in mind: to be passionate about the clients 
she represents and to provide top-notch legal counsel. She 
has represented victims of asbestos exposure in numerous 
jurisdictions within both individual and mass tort set-
tings. In addition to her asbestos-related work, Kearse 
represents individuals and families suff ering from injuries 
resulting from defective products and catastrophic acci-
dents. 

Beginning her career as a trial paralegal and investigator for 
Motley Rice lawyers in 1984, she quickly learned all the ins 
and outs of discovery while working on asbestos cases for 
individual plaintiff s and school districts. Kearse was later en-
couraged to obtain a law degree so that she could take her 
commitment and knowledge about plaintiff s’ needs and the 
culpability of defendants to a new level. 

In 1998, Kearse graduated cum laude from the University 
of South Carolina School of Law and was admitted to the 
South Carolina Bar. She became a Member of Motley Rice 
LLC in 2003 and now leads the asbestos liability team and 
Catastrophic Injury practice group. She has a focus on toxic 
torts, mass tort litigation, premise liability and general civil 
litigation. Kearse has written and been published on major 
legal issues, including forum non conveniens and defective 
products abroad, corporate conduct, medico legal aspects 
of asbestos litigation and mass tort litigation. 

Robert McConnell
Bob McConnell joined Motley Rice as a Member in 2003 
and has most recently devoted his attention to childhood 
lead poisoning cases, representing both injured children 
in lawsuits against negligent property owners and govern-
ment agencies in public nuisance lawsuits against the lead 
pigment industry. He has presented to the Rhode Island 
Bar Association, the Northeast Conference of Attorneys 
General and various community groups throughout Rhode 
Island on lead poisoning litigation. 

McConnell began his career representing individual asbes-
tos victims and assisting in large consolidated asbestos trials 
in Maryland, Mississippi and West Virginia. 

ian Financial, Campbell Soup, MicroWarehouse, Rite Aid, 
Boston Chicken, ValuJet and Policy Management. Before 
joining Motley Rice, he was a partner with both Chitwood 
Harley Harnes, LLP in Atlanta, Georgia and Berger & Mon-
tague PC in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Guber earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Ad-
ministration with a major in Accounting from Temple Uni-
versity in 1986 and a J.D. from Temple University School 
of Law in 1990. In 1995, Guber served as one of the trial 
counsel in Robbins v. Koger Properties, Inc., in which a 
Federal jury found Deloitte & Touche liable for securities 
violations after a month long trial and rendered an $81 mil-
lion verdict. Guber is admitted to practice in the states of 
Georgia and Pennsylvania, the United States District Courts 
for the Northern District of Georgia, Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania, District of Colorado and Eastern District of 
Michigan,  and the United States Courts of Appeals for the 
First, Th ird, Eighth, Tenth and Eleventh Circuits.

John Herrick
John Herrick was persuaded to work with Ron Motley, Joe 
Rice and many other current colleagues some 16 years ago, 
encouraged and motivated by their high standards. He now 
approaches his work with the same ambition as a leader of 
the asbestos team at Motley Rice LLC. 

Herrick has worked for clients across the country in Ala-
bama, Illinois, Maryland, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, Wis-
consin and others. He currently serves on the Claimants 
Committee of the C.E. Th urston Inc. Bankruptcy. 

Herrick received a Bachelor of Arts in 1983 and graduated 
with a J.D. in 1988 from the University of South Carolina. 
Th e combination of his innate aff ection for arguing and 
his desire to lend a voice to people who might otherwise 
not be heard drew him to the law and, more specifi cally, 
to the plaintiff s’ bar. He became a Motley Rice Member 
in 2003. 

Anne Kearse
With a background in consumer aff airs and a record in as-
bestos litigation, Anne Kearse approaches every case with 
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After graduating from Brown University in 1979 and teach-
ing for several years, McConnell earned his law degree in 
1987 from Suff olk University. McConnell then clerked for 
one year for Rhode Island Supreme Court Justice Donald 
F. Shea before joining Motley Rice. He is licensed to prac-
tice in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Hoping to better 
the state of Rhode Island, McConnell serves on the board 
of Help Lead Safe Center, whose purpose is to prevent 
childhood lead poisoning and provide services for children 
already aff ected.
 
John McConnell, Jr.
Th roughout his career, attorney Jack McConnell has 
fought for justice, taking on Big Tobacco, the asbestos in-
dustry, and now, the manufacturers of lead paint, on be-
half of many individuals, groups of people, municipalities, 
counties and states.
 
McConnell’s exceptional legal and trial achievements have 
earned him a host of honors. In 2006, Lawyers USA recog-
nized McConnell as a Lawyer of the Year, citing the Rhode 
Island lead case. He is the recipient of the National Associa-
tion of Attorneys General’s President’s Award, the Child-
hood Lead Action Project’s Above and Beyond the Call of 
Duty Award, the Rhode Island Bar Association’s Dorothy 
Lohman Award, CWRU’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Award 
and the Rhode Island ARC’s Silver Bullet Award. He is an 
Advocate in Th e National College of Advocacy. 

A 1980 Brown University graduate, McConnell earned his 
law degree from Case Western Reserve University School of 
Law in 1983. After clerking for the R.I. Supreme Court, he 
practiced law at the fi rm of Mandell, Goodman, Famiglietti 
& Schwartz for two years before beginning work with Mot-
ley Rice lawyers in 1986. He became a Motley Rice LLC 
Member in 2003, serves as one of the six members of the 
fi rm’s executive committee and manages the fi rm’s Rhode 
Island offi  ce. McConnell is active in his community as well 
as the state and national Democratic Party. He is licensed 
to practice in Massachusetts, Ohio, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina and Washington, D.C. 

Donald Migliori
Don Migliori’s journey to the highest levels of the plaintiff s’ 
bar — winning multi-million dollar asbestos verdicts, liti-
gating on behalf of the 9/11 families and victims of aviation 
disasters and helping the States Attorneys General stop Big 
Tobacco — took an unconventional route. 

After graduating from Brown University, he earned a 
master’s degree in early American legal history from Syra-
cuse University’s Maxwell School of Public Citizenry 
and worked as a freelance photographer and an English 
teacher in Portugal. His path eventually led to Syracuse’s 
College of Law, then to the law fi rm of Gunning LaFazia 
& Gnys. In 1997, he began his work with Motley Rice 
lawyers. 

In 2003, Migliori became a Member of Motley Rice LLC. 
He heads the fi rm’s aviation team along with Mary Schiavo. 
He also tries occupational health, environmental, medical 
malpractice and other types of cases before juries. Migliori 
has made a name for himself as a trial lawyer whose calm, 
deliberative style enables him to connect with juries and 
successfully negotiate with adversaries even under the most 
contentious of circumstances. He is licensed to practice in 
Massachusetts, Minnesota and Rhode Island. He has also 
appeared on Court TV, Fox News, and Th e CBS Early 
Show and is an adjunct professor at Roger William School 
of Law, teaching mass torts. 

William Narwold
A longtime national leader in the movement for corporate 
accountability and responsibility, Bill Narwold continues 
that pursuit at Motley Rice LLC, where he directs the Se-
curities and Consumer Fraud practice group. Narwold is 
building further on the fi rm’s leading role in many of the 
largest consumer fraud, defective products, whistleblower, 
antitrust and securities litigation matters throughout the 
United States. 

Th e versatile and accomplished litigator joined Motley Rice 
LLC as a senior Member in January 2004 after spending 25 
years at Cummings & Lockwood in Hartford, Connecticut, 
including a decade as managing partner. He was drawn to 
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Currently she serves as Lead Counsel in In re Dell Inc., Sec. 
Litig., (United States District Court for the Western District 
of Texas); Co-Lead Counsel in In re Lear Corp. Shareholders 
Litig., (Del. Ch.), and has played a key role in the National 
Home freeze out case, (Del. Ch).

Ritter earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Florida 
State University. During and after college, Ritter worked 
in the commercial banking area. She also worked in the 
banking regulatory fi eld as a bank examiner with the State 
of Florida Offi  ce of the Comptroller. She then pursued a 
law degree from the University of Tennessee. Ritter is co-
author of “Asbestos in Schools,” published by the National 
School Boards Association.  She serves on the Executive 
Advisory Council of the International Pleural Mesothelio-
ma Program at Brigham and Women’s Hospital at Harvard 
Medical School, the Advisory Committee for the Tobacco 
Deposition and Trial Testimony Archives (DATTA) Proj-
ect.

Mary Schiavo
Th roughout her career in law and public service, Mary Schi-
avo has held corporations, institutions and the government 
fully accountable for their obligation to protect the public 
welfare. She continues that mission at Motley Rice LLC as 
a member, leader of the aviation team and as a member of 
the fi rm's complex litigation team.

Schiavo has held numerous government appointments with 
the U.S. government. She is a former Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney and served as an assistant to the U.S. Attorney General. 
As a prosecutor on the Organized Crime and Racketeer-
ing Strike Force, she prosecuted high profi le criminal cases 
involving securities, mail and wire fraud. Appointed to 
Assistant U.S. Secretary of Labor, she investigated union, 
election and fi nancial irregularities. From 1990 to 1996, 
Schiavo served as the Inspector General for the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation. Under her direction, Schiavo 
and her staff  secured more than 1,000 criminal convictions 
and uncovered billions of dollars of fraud, waste and abuse 
of taxpayers' money at the U.S.D.O.T. Additionally, Schi-
avo instructed in trial tactics and prosecution of white col-
lar investigations at the Federal Law Enforcement Training 

the fi rm by its energy, excitement and creativity and the op-
portunity to work on litigation that aff ects people’s lives, 
policy and social change. Narwold plays an active manage-
ment role as a member of Motley Rice’s executive committee, 
and he heads the fi rm’s appellate practice group. In addition 
to leading the fi rm’s Securities and Consumer Fraud litiga-
tion matters, Narwold is also a skilled problem-solver, fre-
quently acting as an arbitrator and mediator, both through 
the American Arbitration Association and privately. 

A 1974 graduate of Colby College, Narwold earned a 
law degree cum laude from the University of Connecticut 
School of Law in 1979, where he was Managing Editor 
of the Connecticut Law Review. From 1979 to 1981, he 
served as a law clerk for the Honorable Warren W. Egin-
ton, U.S. District Judge, District of Connecticut. He is 
licensed to practice in Connecticut. Narwold serves on 
the board of directors of numerous bar associations and 
non-profi t organizations, including the Connecticut Bar 
Foundation, the Greater Hartford Legal Assistance Foun-
dation, the University of Connecticut Law School Foun-
dation and Lawyers for Children America. 

Ann Ritter
Possessing over two decades of courtroom experience in 
complex class action litigation involving products liability, 
toxic tort, shareholders’ rights and consumer protection 
litigation, Ann Ritter, is a skilled and successful trial law-
yer who, throughout her accomplished career, has worked 
tirelessly to confront corporate wrongdoers and hold them 
accountable for negligence and wrongdoing. 

A straight shooter, Ritter is an unyielding advocate for her 
clients, having combined her inherent ability to lead com-
plex cases with a take-charge attitude to help trial teams and 
courts across the country. Her strong instinct for fi nding 
corporate smoking gun evidence puts her on the front lines 
of hard-fought litigation.

Ritter is a founding attorney of Motley Rice LLC and serves 
on the Firm’s Executive Committee.  Additionally she serves 
in a managing role in Motley Rice’s occupational disease, 
transportation and securities litigation groups. 
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Academy, the Federal Bureau of Investigation Academy and 
the Attorney General's Advocacy Institute.

Since leaving the Transportation Department, Schiavo has 
worked on complex litigation matters to obtain accountabil-
ity from corporations and wrongdoers for breach of fi ducia-
ry duty. She has represented passenger and crew families in 
complex litigation involving major U.S. aviation disasters 
as well as private planes. At Motley Rice, she continues to 
represent clients in major aviation-related litigation, includ-
ing family members of the passengers and crew aboard the 
four planes hijacked on September 11, 2001. 

Experienced in corporate regulation, Schiavo worked for 10 
years on corporate audit committee issues, including help-
ing direct a NYSE corporation through the implementa-
tion of Sarbanes-Oxley compliance. Additionally, Schiavo 
served for 10 years on the Board of Directors of a NYSE-
listed corporation and served on the Board of Directors for 
a Canadian-based corporation. 

Schiavo is a cum laude graduate of Harvard University and 
earned a master’s degree in public administration from Th e 
Ohio State University, where she was a University Fellow. 
Schiavo earned a J.D. from New York University and was 
a Root-Tilden Law Scholar. She is licensed to practice in 
Maryland, Missouri, Washington, D.C. and before the 
U.S. Supreme Court. She has also made appearances on be-
half of clients in many other U.S. states and several foreign 
countries. 

Recognized by television audiences worldwide, Schiavo has 
served as a legal consultant for NBC and ABC news and 
frequently appears on Fox, CNN, CBS, History and Dis-
covery Channels and the BBC.  She is a licensed pilot and 
has taught aviation and public administration as a professor 
at Th e Ohio State University.  

Jeffrey Thompson
With more than a decade of courtroom experience in occu-
pational health, commercial and consumer fraud, property, 
bankruptcy, toxic tort and environmental law, and eight 
years of previous work in the oil industry, Jeff  Th ompson 

brings a versatile background, a unique perspective, meticu-
lous preparation and exceptional trial skill to Motley Rice 
LLC. 

Currently, Th ompson works on asbestos, anti-terrorism, 
welding rod, railroad/Federal Employers’ Liability Act and 
drug cases. Th ompson is involved in every aspect of the liti-
gation that he manages. 

A native of Des Moines, Iowa, he graduated from Northeast 
Missouri State University in 1982 and went to work in the 
oil fi eld services industry in sales, operations and manage-
ment. He then attended the University of Houston Law 
Center, where he was editor-in-chief of the Law Review and 
graduated magna cum laude. He then served as law clerk to 
the Honorable Carolyn Dineen King of U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Fifth Circuit before joining the Houston law 
fi rm of Susman Godfrey. Th ompson joined the Williams 
Bailey Law Firm in Houston, Texas in 1995 and became 
a partner in 1997.  He became a Member of Motley Rice 
LLC in June 2003. He is licensed to practice in Texas. 

Fred Thompson
With over 25 years of trial experience in commercial, per-
sonal injury and toxic tort law, Fred Th ompson brings a 
highly credible reputation to Motley Rice LLC. Armed 
with a sharp ability to organize facts into legal theories and 
arguments, Th ompson approaches each case individually 
and always keeps clients’ well-being and primary interests 
in mind. 

Th ompson has represented a cross-section of clients in se-
curities litigation, including customers of public brokerage 
houses, classes of bondholders in defaulted bond issues and 
purchasers of securities — including limited partnership 
units, stocks and other forms of securities against the issuing 
entities, advisers, accountants, brokers, bankers, underwrit-
ers, syndicators and other associated professionals in federal, 
state and bankruptcy forums, as well as in alternative dispute 
such as arbitration. Th ompson currently leads Motley Rice’s 
medical practice group, managing all cases related to defec-
tive medical devices, medical malpractice, nursing home 
abuse and harmful pharmaceutical drugs. He is a frequent 
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Federal Legislative Developments Committee of the Ameri-
can Bar Association’s Committee on Labor and Employ-
ment Law.  He was a contributing editor to Th e Fair Labor 
Standards Act (BNA, 2000) and Discipline and Discharge 
in Arbitration (BNA, 1998) and has lectured on litigation 
and arbitration topics at numerous continuing legal educa-
tion seminars. For many years he was a member of the AFL-
CIO Lawyers Coordinating Committee. 

From 1998 to 2001, Worley served as Chairman of the 
Democratic Party of Georgia. He is a former Democratic 
nominee for the United States Congress, has been a Mem-
ber of the Democratic National Committee and a delegate 
to four Democratic National Conventions. He has also 
served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Clay-
ton County Library System and the Clayton County Aging 
Program. He is currently a member of the Georgia State 
Election Board.

speaker on medical litigation topics, and was recently ap-
pointed co-chairman of the American Association for Justice 
Kugel Mesh Litigation Group.

After earning a Bachelor of Arts degree cum laude from Yale 
University in 1973, Th ompson served his country in the 
U.S. Navy. He then attended Duke University School of 
Law, where he served on the editorial board of the Duke 
Law Review, was awarded the Order of the Coif and earned 
his J.D. with distinction in 1979. Th ompson has tried cases 
in every forum in South Carolina, from the magistrate’s 
court to the court of appeals.  He is licensed to practice in 
South Carolina. 

David Worley
In 1980, David Worley graduated cum laude from Harvard 
University. After two years as a Congressional aide, he at-
tended the University of Virginia School of Law, where 
he won the Johnson & Swanson Award for excellence in 
written advocacy and was a member of the National Moot 
Court Team. He earned a J.D. from the University of Vir-
ginia in 1985. 

Worley’s experience includes nearly a decade representing 
trustees of union pension funds, international and local 
unions, and groups of individuals in a variety of complex 
trial and appellate litigation and arbitrations.  His securities 
experience includes leading litigation teams in In re: Cryolife 
Sec. Litig. and In re: AFC Enterprises Sec. Litig. Worley is ad-
mitted to practice before all Georgia state trial and appellate 
courts, the United States District Courts for the Northern 
and Middle Districts of Georgia and the Eleventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals.

As a Member of Motley Rice LLC, Worley works primar-
ily with the fi rm’s Securities and Consumer Fraud practice 
group working on corporate securities and other complex 
litigation to further the fi rm’s leading role in many of the 
largest consumer fraud, defective products, whistleblower, 
and antitrust litigation matters throughout the United 
States.  Worley has served as Chair of the Labor and Em-
ployment Law Sections of both the State Bar of Georgia 
and the Atlanta Bar Association, and as Co-Chair of the 
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Additional Securities and Consumer 
Fraud Litigators

William Applegate
Originally a small business owner, William Applegate chose 
to bring his business management background to the fi rm 
in 2003. He speaks Spanish fl uently and has an assertive 
and thorough approach to conducting discovery, taking de-
positions, arguing motions and negotiating settlements. 

In his legal career, Applegate has represented individuals 
and small businesses in civil disputes throughout the coun-
try in both state and federal courts. He currently focuses his 
eff orts on securities and consumer fraud class actions and 
individual commercial torts, including securities fraud liti-
gation and deal cases involving Dell, Witness Systems, Gui-
tar Center, MBNA and Washington Mutual. Additionally, 
Applegate possesses extensive knowledge in admiralty law, 
the Jones Act and environmental pollution law. He is expe-
rienced in cases involving the Federal Employer’s Liability 
Act (FELA), assisting in the management of Motley Rice’s 
9,000 plaintiff s from across the country who have been in-
jured while working for diff erent railroad companies. 

Applegate earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in both English 
and Spanish from the College of Charleston. He received 
his law degree from the University of South Carolina and 
was admitted to the South Carolina Bar in 2002. 

Ted Huge
Ted Huge has a fi nancial management background and liti-
gation experience fi ghting corporate fraud in consumer and 
commercial litigation. As one of the fi rm’s primary RICO 
litigators, Huge has worked on several civil RICO cases in-
cluding the tobacco cost recovery cases of the 1990s, a con-
sumer credit fraud class action and two large cases in Puerto 
Rico, one involving bribery and extortion in the processing 
of Medicare reimbursement, the other representing a certi-
fi ed class of car buyers alleging fraud and money laundering 
in the sale of automobiles. Huge has also represented various 
clients in corporate and transactional matters and has writ-
ten several appellate briefs.

Huge earned a Bachelor of Arts from Duke University in 
1989 and a law degree from Georgetown University in 
1993. Before joining Motley Rice lawyers, Huge worked 
as assistant general counsel and fi nancial analyst for an in-
ternational start-up company working on securities, fran-
chise and corporate matters and the preparation of fi nancial 
statements and analysis. He is licensed to practice in South 
Carolina, Virginia, the U.S. Virgin Islands and the District 
of Columbia.

James Hughes, Ph.D.
Jim Hughes began his career as a professor, teaching philos-
ophy at the University of Kentucky, Ohio State University, 
Vassar College and the University of South Carolina. As 
one who enjoyed the trials of teaching, Hughes decided that 
joining the legal profession might inspire and further chal-
lenge him. As an attorney with Motley Rice LLC, Hughes 
encounters motivating challenges daily and is committed 
to presenting the strongest legal arguments possible against 
defendants in court to bring cases to trial or resolution. He 
joined Motley Rice attorneys in 1993 and was named Se-
nior Counsel in 2007.

Hughes primarily focuses on Motley Rice's securities and 
consumer fraud litigation eff orts, writing pleadings and fi l-
ings prior to lead plaintiff  appointment, as well as moving 
forward during the litigation stage. 

A Minnesota native, Hughes earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree from the University of Minnesota followed by a Master 
of Arts and Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of Il-
linois at Chicago. He was admitted to the South Carolina 
Bar in 1993. He has spoken at several national conferences 
on silica topics, such as “Emerging Issues in Silica Litiga-
tion,” “Th e Current State of Silica Litigation,” “Silica Liti-
gation: Th e Killing Dust” and “Is Silica the Next Asbestos? 
Th e Plaintiff ’s Perspective.” Hughes’s law review article, “In-
forming South Carolina Capital Juries About Parole,” was 
cited in 2000 by Justice John Paul Stevens of the United 
States Supreme Court in his dissenting opinion in Ramdass 
v. Angelone.
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In 1993, after earning a Bachelor of Arts degree, M.P.A. 
and J.D. from the University of South Carolina, Jekel was 
admitted to the South Carolina Bar and became associated 
with Motley Rice lawyers.

Gregg Levin
With nearly 20 years of legal experience, attorney Gregg 
Levin is an accomplished litigator in the area of corporate 
governance, misconduct and securities fraud. Levin joined 
Motley Rice in 2007, working primarily with the Securities 
and Consumer Fraud practice group.

Prior to joining Motley Rice, Levin was an associate at Grant 
& Eisenhofer in Wilmington, Delaware, where he focused 
on corporate litigation and shareholders’ rights. He repre-
sented institutional investors in the securities fraud class ac-
tions and shareholder derivative actions in federal and state 
courts across the country, including the WorldCom, Telxon 
and Global Crossing cases. Levin is the author of signifi -
cant portions of the treatise Shareholder Activism Handbook 
(Aspen Publishers; November 2005). In addition, he has 
written and published multiple articles addressing securities 
fraud litigation. 

Levin is also the former Vice President and Corporate 
Counsel for a Delaware Valley based retail corporation, 
where he directed the corporation’s legal aff airs, led internal 
investigations and maintained corporate compliance in all 
internal and external policies, procedures and contracts.

Levin earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from 
the University of Rochester in 1984 and a J.D. from Van-
derbilt University School of law in 1987. He is licensed to 
practice in California and the District of Columbia. 

Ingrid Moll
After working for two large defense fi rms, Ingrid Moll made 
a signifi cant career move in 2004 when she chose to join 
Motley Rice LLC, attracted by its energy, creativity and role 
in tobacco and asbestos litigation.

Moll’s areas of experience include unfair competition and 
trade practices and intellectual property, tax and appellate 

Badge Humphries
Badge Humphries has experienced complex litigation in 
courtroom environments — fi rst, as law clerk to U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Th ad Heartfi eld and, then, as an associate 
working with the Motley Rice Occupational Disease and 
Toxic Tort practice group on asbestos litigation. In 2004, 
Humphries began devoting a large amount of time to the 
Securities and Consumer Fraud practice group. His respon-
sibilities have included writing amicus curiae briefs  on behalf 
of foreign-investor groups to the U.S. Supreme Court and 
appellants’ briefs to the S.C. Supreme Court in consumer 
cases as well as  conducting discovery and drafting various 
motions and responses in cases pending in various state and 
federal jurisdictions.
 
Humphries has diverse experience in the public, private 
and non-profi t sectors. Humphries graduated summa cum 
laude from Tulane University in 1996 with a B.A. in Latin 
American Studies. After college, Humphries worked for a 
non-profi t human-rights organization in Austin, Texas be-
fore enrolling at Th e University of Texas School of Law, 
where he served as a member of the Texas Law Review and 
earned a J.D. with honors in May 2001.  He was admitted 
to the Texas Bar in 2001 and to the South Carolina Bar in 
2004.  He is also a member of the bars of two U.S. District 
Courts — the South Carolina District and Eastern District 
of Texas.  

Frederick Jekel
Fritz Jekel has been involved in trials related to asbestos, 
groundwater contamination, RICO, personal injury and 
product liability trials throughout his career.  In recent 
years, Jekel has handled and tried lead poisoning personal 
injury cases in Illinois, Missouri, North Carolina, Ohio and 
South Carolina. 

Jekel also handles toxic mold exposure cases, eff ectively deal-
ing with the unique challenges of causation and liability. 
Most recently, he has helped represent students at Stratford 
High School in a civil rights class action lawsuit in which 
the students allege that their constitutional rights were vio-
lated when police handcuff ed and held them at gunpoint 
during a drug raid.
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practice. She has partaken in the preparation, briefi ng and 
argument for dozens of appeals in various state and federal 
courts. Moll works primarily in Motley Rice’s Securities 
and Consumer Fraud practice group.

After graduating from Wheaton College with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Political Science and French, Moll earned a J.D. with 
honors from the University of Connecticut School of Law, 
where she was Editor-in-Chief of the Connecticut Law Re-
view. Following her graduation from law school, Moll served 
as a law clerk to the Honorable David M. Borden, Connecti-
cut Supreme Court.

Moll’s experience includes serving on the litigation team of 
cases in unfair trade practices, intellectual property, consti-
tutional law, tax and other areas in state and federal courts 
in Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia, Minnesota and New 
York and playing an active role in appeals before the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the First and Second Circuit and the 
state courts of Connecticut, Georgia and Maryland. Moll 
has also taught moot court class at the University of Con-
necticut School of Law as an adjunct professor. 

Vincent Parrett
Vince Parrett earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree, cum laude, 
in Economics from Yale College, where he authored dual 
senior theses: “A Tract on the International Currency Swap 
Market” and “A History of the Securities & Exchange Com-
mission. Sed quis custodiet ipsos Custodes?" He studied 
European Union Law and Economics in German, at the 
Goethe Institute in Mannheim, Germany.  In 1998 Parrett 
graduated from New York University School of Law.

He began his legal career in Boston, Massachusetts, in the 
area of securities, representing clients involved in federal se-
curities litigation and SEC investigations.  He was involved 
in research, document analysis, drafting briefs and inter-
views with key witnesses involved in securities fraud litiga-
tion.  Parrett has also served as a Naval Offi  cer in the United 
States Navy Judge Advocate General’s Corps (JAG). 

From 2003 through the present, Parrett has represented vic-
tims of the September 11th attacks fi rst with a New York 

fi rm and thereafter with Motley Rice. He has represented 
clients in this multidistrict litigation against fi nancial spon-
sors of al Qaeda, and against the airlines and security com-
panies who allegedly failed to implement basic security 
measures, enabling the terrorists to launch the attacks.

Since joining Motley Rice, he has also participated in cor-
porate class action litigation representing the direct fi nan-
cial interests of shareholders against under-priced or coer-
cive transactions. and shareholders asserting claims against 
management and directors for violating their fi duciary du-
ties in connection with corporate transactions, such as ‘go-
ing-private’ deals. He also engages in federal class action 
securities fraud litigation, representing investors injured be-
cause of wrongful conduct, including the dissemination of 
fraudulent statements to the investing public.

Parrett has co-authored several articles and presentations.  
He is admitted to practice law in New York, California and 
Massachusetts, as well as several federal courts, including 
the U.S. Supreme Court, the First Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, the Second Circuit Court of Appeals and the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals.

Martha Rhodes
With a background in corporate, business and insurance 
litigation, attorney Martha Rhodes has represented com-
panies both small and large in civil litigation. She has 
taken more than 200 depositions relating to construction 
litigation and insurance defense and has taken several cases 
to trial. 

Prior to joining Motley Rice, Rhodes was an associate at 
Buist Moore Smythe McGee P.A. in Charleston, South 
Carolina. She completed a clerkship with Judge Jackson V. 
Gregory of the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit of South Caro-
lina and served as a Law Clerk for the Neighborhood Legal 
Assistance Program, Inc., in the Charleston community. 

Rhodes joined Motley Rice in 2007 as an associate in the 
Securities and Consumer Fraud practice group. She is a 
1997 graduate of the University of the South, where she 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in English. She earned her J.D. 
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in 2001 from the University of South Carolina School of 
Law and served as an Associate Justice of the University of 
South Carolina Moot Court Bar. She is licensed to practice 
in South Carolina.

Lee Anne Walters
Lee Walters joined Motley Rice as an associate in 2006. 
She works primarily with the fi rm’s Securities and Con-
sumer Fraud practice group. A South Carolina native, 
Walters earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology 
from Clemson University in 1994 and a Master’s De-
gree in Education from the Harvard University Graduate 
School of Education in 1995 before earning a J.D. degree 
from the University of South Carolina School of Law. 

While earning her law degree, Walters clerked for a plain-
tiff s’ fi rm specializing primarily in medical malpractice and 
products liability, as well as for the Children’s Law Offi  ce. 
Walters is a member of the Order of the Wig and Robe and 
the recipient of CALI Awards in property and civil proce-
dure. She is licensed to practice law is South Carolina.
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Securities and Consumer Fraud 
Forensic Staff

David Abel
Director of Shareholder Services and Business Analysts 
David Abel is known for his talent in identifying an or-
ganization’s needs, developing innovative solutions with 
creative ideas and a passion for technology. He works with 
monitored clients and practice group attorneys to secure 
and monitor clients’ fi nancial holdings. Abel is responsible 
for communicating with institutional investors interested 
in Motley Rice’s portfolio monitoring service, monitoring 
portfolios by correlating investment portfolio with current 
litigation, and analyzing institutional losses for potential/
current actions impacting portfolios. He also oversees all cli-
ent interaction as it relates to settlement recovery, document 
preparation and calculating recognizable loss.

Prior to joining Motley Rice in 2006, Abel gained valuable 
professional experiences as Vice President of Operations for 
a mid-size tour company, as Editor and General Manager 
for a political e-journal with over 40,000 subscribers and as 
Marketing Assistant at a full service marketing and public 
relations agency.

Abel earned a Master of Business Administration from Th e 
Citadel.  He was a double major at Clemson University, 
earning Bachelor of Arts degrees in Speech and Communi-
cation and Spanish. He is currently attending the Charles-
ton School of Law to earn a Juris Doctor degree.

Brian Bradley
Brian Bradley serves the Motley Rice team as a Forensic 
Accountant, with more than 25 years experience in profes-
sional services, fi nance and management. His professional 
services experience includes consulting and litigation sup-
port. His litigation consulting work has included areas such 
as securities fraud, professional malpractice, business fraud 
and damage claims. In addition, Bradley has over a decade 
of valuable experience in accounting, reporting and audit 
functions with fi nancial institutions. Bradley has partici-
pated in several high profi le class actions in both state and 
federal courts across a variety of industries, against Big Four 

accounting fi rms and Fortune 500 companies. He is a grad-
uate of the University of Houston, with a B.S. in Business 
Administration, and a major in accounting. 

Adam Foulke
Adam Foulke joined Motley Rice LLC in December 2006 
as a Business Analyst in the Securities and Consumer Fraud 
practice group. Foulke has over 15 years of business expe-
rience including post-SOX experience in corporate gover-
nance consulting and market regulation compliance analy-
sis. Foulke was drawn to the securities fraud team at Motley 
Rice because of his passion for good corporate governance 
and his belief that in order for the United States capital 
markets to remain competitive, the market and its partici-
pants must act with integrity and individual fi rms must be 
accountable for the trust bestowed upon them by the in-
vesting public.

Before joining Motley Rice, Foulke served as a Principal 
in two maritime start-up businesses, a port services and 
transportation business and a technology venture seeking 
to market IED detection devices to domestic and inter-
national container terminal operators. He also served as 
a proxy analysis and corporate governance consultant for 
fi nancial advisory fi rm, Institutional Shareholder Services 
(ISS).  While working as an analyst at ISS, several of Foul-
ke’s articles on corporate governance issues were published 
in the fi rm’s weekly publication circulated to pension fund 
investment advisors, money managers and other equities 
analysts.

Steffen Moertiz
As Director of European Investors Relations, Steff en works 
closely with Motley Rice’s Securities and Consumer Fraud 
practice group to identify, research and communicate the 
status of securities fraud litigation to European clients. 
He is responsible for managing the Portfolio Monitoring 
Service off ered by Motley Rice and Sturman LLC with 
European clients, monitoring their investment portfolios 
to determine losses and potential recoveries. Additionally, 
Moeritz manages the preparation and fi ling of settlement 
claims. 
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With knowledge in European law, regulatory matters, com-
mercial law and debt recovery, Moeritz is able to assist Eu-
ropean clients in understanding the relationship between 
the law and furthering business interests.

Moeritz earned a law degree from Martin Luther University 
in Germany with an emphasis in economics. After spend-
ing several years as a legal consultant and business manager 
in Germany, Moeritz began working with American securi-
ties law and European investors as the Foreign Outreach 
Manager at a New York-based securities fi rm. He is fl uent 
in German and English. He joined Motley Rice in 2006.

Sam Wankel
Sam serves the as a Motley Rice Business Analyst with more 
than 17 years of experience in complex securities litigation 
support and consulting. He provides litigation support re-
lating to the economic issues that arise in complex securi-
ties fraud litigation. His litigation consulting work includes 
calculating damages in actions brought under federal and 
state securities laws. In addition, he provides fi nancial and 
economic analysis of publicly traded securities, fi nancial 
statements, historical price performance and “peer group” 
comparisons as well as research on various individual com-
pany and/or industry specifi c issues relating to publicly 
traded securities.
 
From 1994 through 1995, he researched and prepared sta-
tistical information presented to the United States Congress 
and the Senate Banking and Finance Committee with re-
spect to public off erings, stock trading and securities class 
actions and the Private Securities Litigation and Reform 
Act (PSLRA).  Sam earned a Bachelor of Arts from Colo-
rado State University and has taken various post graduate 
courses in fi nance, accounting, statistics, and investment 
analysis and portfolio management.   

Rebecca Whitley
Rebecca Whitley joined Motley Rice LLC in November 
2006 as a Business Analyst in the Securities and Consumer 
Fraud practice group. Prior to joining the fi rm, Whitley 
was a Senior Financial Analyst with the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company where she gained fi nancial experience 

in direct response marketing, home offi  ce claims and in-
ternational fi nance. Whitley brings extensive experience to 
Motley Rice LLC in the area of loss calculations.

Whitley earned a Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics with 
honors from Wheaton College and a Masters of Business 
Administration degree from Bryant University in 2005.
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